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We have been assured by the CMA and the CEO of NewCo, the CMA subsidiary to which CMAJ was transferred in late 2014, that the "CMA Board of Directors will continue to fulfill its existing role of ensuring complete editorial independence for
CMAJ"
1 and that the editor-in-chief will have unimpeded access to the CMA Board on matters of editorial independence. Some have understandably questioned the credibility of such an assurance when, as of this writing, CMA has offered no plausible public justification for the dismissal of the Journal Oversight Committee and the effective shredding of the Pound report. 3 We remain firmly united in the position that a failure to uphold our editorial independence would be intolerable.
The stated aim of the new CMAJ task force, which will be led by Dr. Chris Simpson, CMA past-president, is to "consult with members and propose recommendations for a new mission statement, goals and objectives for CMAJ" 1 ; importantly, it will also look at governance. Interim Editor-in-Chief Dr. Diane Kelsall and Deputy Editor Dr. Kirsten Patrick will sit on the fourmember task force, along with Ann Michael, president of the Society for Scholarly Publishing and a NewCo Board member.
As the current editorial custodians of CMAJ, we ask that you -members of the CMA, physicians of Canada, and our Canadian and international authors, readers and reviewersengage with the task force and make your views known. What sort of journal would you feel proud to call your journal? What type of publication would honour the 105-year legacy of CMAJ but continue to be relevant and useful for new generations of physicians? How do you want to access and interact with the journal? How do you want its legacy safeguarded?
Rest assured that CMAJ is conducting business as usual. We thank authors and reviewers for their continued contributions to the journal. However, CMAJ's editors are all too well aware that editorial independence reaches beyond the control of what we publish; it can be influenced by budgetary and organizational constraints. Our aim in participating in the task force is to make sure that CMAJ's editorial integrity is carefully safeguarded.
We are proud to be a part of CMAJ. We hope that you will continue to support and be proud of it, too.
